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breaking point. Liability premiums are keep-
ing us from doing what we love or forcing 
us to leave our homes.’’

We have got a problem in America that 
we must deal with. And this is not only a 
local problem, but because lawsuits and pre-
mium increases and preventative medicine 
drive up the cost in Medicaid and Medicare 
and veterans health benefits, medical liability 
is a national issue that requires a national so-
lution. 

Every person with a legitimate claim de-
serves a day in court. Junk lawsuits make it 
hard to get into court. And bad doctors must 
be held to account. I’m confident that’s what 
the Illinois Medical Society believes as well. 
Yet, for the sake of affordable and available 
health care, we need a cap on non-economic 
damages, of $250,000. Punitive damages 
should be limited to reasonable limits. 

This health care system needs liability re-
form now. No one has ever been healed by 
a frivolous lawsuit. This past March, the 
House of Representatives passed medical li-
ability reform. The Senate has not acted. I 
urge all of you to talk to your Senators. I 
know one of them is okay. 

You can make a difference. Not only 
should the people of Illinois who care about 
medical liability reform get involved, people 
all over this country—if you want a health 
care system that is available and affordable—
need to get involved. You need to let your 
Senators know how you feel on this key issue. 

I’ll be right there with you getting in-
volved. I want to sign this into law. I want 
to sign Medicare reform into law, and I want 
to sign medical liability reform into law, so 
that we can look the American people in the 
eye and say, ‘‘We have done our job; we saw 
a problem and we fixed it.’’

There are challenges in the health care sys-
tem. We understand that in Washington. And 
we can answer those challenges with prac-
tical, sensible, compassionate reforms. That 
is the charge before us, and that is the charge 
we must keep on behalf of the American peo-
ple. 

May God bless your work, and may God 
continue to bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:32 a.m. in the 
ballroom at the Chicago Hilton. In his remarks, 
he referred to former President Saddam Hussein 

of Iraq; and Ronald L. Ruecker, M.D., chair, 
board of trustees, Illinois State Medical Society. 
The Office of the Press Secretary also released 
a Spanish language transcript of these remarks.

Remarks on Departure From 
Chicago 
June 11, 2003

Terrorist Bombing in Jerusalem 
Today there was a terrible bombing in Je-

rusalem. I send my heartfelt condolences to 
those who suffered and lost life. 

It is clear there are people in the Middle 
East who hate peace, people who want to 
kill in order to make sure that the desires 
of Israel to live in secure and peace don’t 
happen, who kill to make sure the desires 
of the Prime Minister of the Palestinian Au-
thority and others of a peaceful state living 
side by side with Israel do not happen. 

To the people in the world who want to 
see peace in the Middle East, I strongly urge 
all of you to fight off terror, to cut off money 
to organizations such as Hamas, to isolate 
those who hate so much that they’re willing 
to kill to stop peace from going forward. I 
strongly condemn the killings, and I urge and 
call upon all of the free world, nations which 
love peace, to not only condemn the killings 
but to use every ounce of their power to pre-
vent them from happening in the future. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:40 a.m. in Grant 
Park. In his remarks, he referred to Prime Min-
ister Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) of the Pales-
tinian Authority. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks.

Joint Statement Between the United 
States of America and the Kingdom 
of Thailand 
June 11, 2003

President George W. Bush and Prime 
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra met on June 10, 
2003 to reaffirm the strength and importance 
of the alliance between the United States and 
the Kingdom of Thailand, built upon 170 
years of close and warm relationship between 
both the two nations. In recognition of that 
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